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The foundation of

democracy: open
dialogue; celebrating
World Press

Freedom Day in Iraq
On  World  Press

Freedom Day,
UNESCO brought
together Iraqi
journalists, media
professionals, and

content creators for an
open and  direct
dialogue with
Lieutenant General Dr.
Saad Maan, Head of
the Security Media
Cell.


https://www.facebook.com/UNESCOIraq?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZaXuayQKHFeCCPgBD2VniC-FpAMHStT-o0OxcjDNd_BC5wz4N4Zw2z-u-blUhLt0-Di4WYIKksPyINoAmszT92_t0HDRnEcsOBzR8RXhamA7eNwjMlXhNeF3aY9DtZp5bmQQKg7GS9Lvmx99W3sIrO0Yfn7vldk5pa6kgSyhrvr5rY-V25ardFZpQXQyfC3ch7PlKD7s9gbqBosf9b8GERT8dEXrFiYoDcIvPd68mZqoA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/UNESCOIraq
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The gathering created a space for genuine exchange,
where participants reflected on the realities shaping
the media landscape in Iraq today. Rather than
formal statements, the discussion focused on lived
experiences and the evolving challenges facing
journalism.

Conversations moved through key issues affecting
the sector, including the growing impact of
misinformation and hate speech, the pressures
linked to legal and security environments, and the
changing nature of reporting in an increasingly
digital space. Journalists shared perspectives on how
these dynamics are influencing their work, safety,
and the public’s trust in information.

Lieutenant General Dr. Saad Maan emphasized the
importance of strengthening cooperation between
security institutions and the media. He noted that
protecting journalists is closely tied to protecting
society as a whole, and that structured engagement
can help reduce risks while improving mutual
understanding.

UNESCO reaffirmed that freedom of expression
remains a cornerstone of open and resilient societies.
It called for continued efforts to strengthen legal and
institutional protections for journalists, improve
access to information, and address impunity for
crimes committed against media professionals.

The discussion also
highlighted the future
of journalism in a

rapidly evolving
digital environment.
Participants  stressed

the importance of fact-
checking skills, media
and information
literacy, and the ability
of  journalists to
navigate digital
platforms safely and
effectively.

What emerged from
the dialogue was a
shared recognition that
press freedom is not
only about protection,
but also about trust,
responsibility, and
sustained engagement
between media
professionals and
institutions.

The session concluded

with a  collective
commitment to
continue such
dialogues, helping
foster a media

environment in Iraq
that is safer, more
open, and  better
equipped to serve the
public interest.
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UNFPA Iraq

World Press
Freedom Day
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On World Press Freedom Day, we
celebrate journalists who report the
truth  with  professionalism  and
integrity, and who play a vital role in
raising awareness on sensitive issues
such as ending violence aganist
women & girls and reproductive
health.

UNFPA Iraq continues to support
media professionals in promoting
responsible reporting that places
people at the heart of every story.

* A moment from a Ramadan Iftar with
a group of inspiring Iraqi journalists,
where we exchanged meaningful
discussions on key issues that help
raise  awareness and  promote

responsible journalism..

https://www.facebook.com/UNFPAIraq
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https://www.facebook.com/unescoar?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnLGwa5nue3d8-HSKtCiWlAfWl4O_AACVDtc6zfdv0A4cXp9nz3O3Fe3vOg7HdyyQDHMUEI7YUdMi1GdyoPoooJTSgf7nk0-VL45J9sDv9pC0E1ZE2lXpsMKgtTougwMBmLKm31M3ESNoFrrM5gS0YsqOA65dnosJwFnwY95FW_LfhxgEnsijOAGQUK6EBpLYm4lfAhiKq8KIkklBWQNq4tE7t5crcAd070nMcFd7LjA&__tn__=-UC%2CP-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnLGwa5nue3d8-HSKtCiWlAfWl4O_AACVDtc6zfdv0A4cXp9nz3O3Fe3vOg7HdyyQDHMUEI7YUdMi1GdyoPoooJTSgf7nk0-VL45J9sDv9pC0E1ZE2lXpsMKgtTougwMBmLKm31M3ESNoFrrM5gS0YsqOA65dnosJwFnwY95FW_LfhxgEnsijOAGQUK6EBpLYm4lfAhiKq8KIkklBWQNq4tE7t5crcAd070nMcFd7LjA&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.facebook.com/hashtag/%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%8A%D9%88%D9%85_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B9%D8%A7%D9%84%D9%85%D9%8A_%D9%84%D8%AD%D8%B1%D9%8A%D8%A9_%D8%A7%D9%84%D8%B5%D8%AD%D8%A7%D9%81%D8%A9?__cft__%5b0%5d=AZYnLGwa5nue3d8-HSKtCiWlAfWl4O_AACVDtc6zfdv0A4cXp9nz3O3Fe3vOg7HdyyQDHMUEI7YUdMi1GdyoPoooJTSgf7nk0-VL45J9sDv9pC0E1ZE2lXpsMKgtTougwMBmLKm31M3ESNoFrrM5gS0YsqOA65dnosJwFnwY95FW_LfhxgEnsijOAGQUK6EBpLYm4lfAhiKq8KIkklBWQNq4tE7t5crcAd070nMcFd7LjA&__tn__=*NK-y-R
https://www.unesco.org/ar/days/press-freedom?fbclid=IwZXh0bgNhZW0CMTAAc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHk2NHphYjiy2rnOc8Voe-AKvCeQ9Cila0q3eDE0QRQObpXPzrEYnivp5PDNf_aem_kMJN7qsqafQgp1EAl23N7Q




