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https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIEQ0vfGkPw

Culture and Arts: Launch of the Lebanese International Monodrama Theater Festival
at Beirut's Historic Colisee Cinema

The Tiro Association for Arts announced the reopening date of the historic Colisee Cinema,
located on Hamra Street in Beirut, after decades of closure. This will be transformed into the
Lebanese National Theater. This event coincides with the launch of the Lebanese International
Monodrama Theater Festival on September 13, with the participation of Arab and foreign
theater groups. The Colisee Cinema is one of the oldest movie theaters, built in 1945 and
witnessing the golden age of theater and cinema in Lebanon, screening the most important
Arab and foreign films.

The founder of the Lebanese National Theater, actor and director Kassem Istanbouli,
confirmed that "the goal of the project is to establish a link between the south, the north, and
Beirut, as it is a complement to our dream, which began with the establishment of the Lebanese
National Theater in Tyre seven years ago, which is the first free theater and cinema in Lebanon.
Thanks to the efforts of young volunteers, we will achieve our dream that art is a right for all,
break the virtual wall between the Lebanese regions through the arts, and link them together
through cultural spaces. We are happy to live this dream in Beirut, which is considered the
second-most cinematic city in the history of Lebanon. About 29 halls were located in Al-Burj
Square and 16 halls in the Hamra area. That’s where many theatres were founded and
witnessed by the most important playwrights in Lebanon and the world.

Moreover, the Tiro Association for Arts (TAA), which is led by youth and volunteers, aims to
establish free and independent cultural forums in Lebanon. That is, by renovating Al Hamra
and Stars Cinema in Nabatieh and Rivoli Cinema in Tyre, which became the Lebanese
National Theater, the first free theater and cinema in Lebanon, as well as Empire Cinema in
Tripoli, which became the Lebanese National Theater in that city. TAA also implements
artistic training workshops for children and youth; opens and renovates cultural forums; and
organizes festivals, activities, and artistic exhibitions. In addition to this, the association
screens artistic and educational movies for children and youth and works on maintaining
partnerships with international festivals, as well as granting young directors the opportunity to
screen their movies and letting people get acquainted with the history of cinema and local and
international performances, as well as screening films for the blind and deaf and training
workshops for people with special needs. The Lebanese International Theater Festival, the
Watch Lebanon in Mobile Cinema Festival, the Tripoli International Theater Festival, the Tyre
International Music Festival, the Lebanese International Theater Festival for Storytelling, the
Tyre International Fine Arts Festival, the Tyre Cultural Days Festival, the Lebanese
International Theater Festival for Women’s Monodrama, the Lebanese International Theater
Festival for Contemporary Dance, the Tiro International Arts Festival, and the Tyre
International Theater Festival are among the festivals that TAA implements.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vIEQOv{GkPw

Please contribute to the further outreach of the Lebanese National Theater and art by sharing
this news, and thank you.

The Lebanese National Theater
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Support campaign
COLISEE Cinema in Beirut,
Lebanon - Tiro Association
For Arts (TAA)

Dear Colleagues,

We hope you are well.

Together, we can achieve this milestone in
bringing cinema back to life. Support and
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#ReviveColisee #Libano #Emergen
zal.ibano

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=i1
_sTtgrc U4

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
A2WBkm5itsk

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=
KVhURvoV8n4&t=83s

Thank you

Best regards

0096181870124

Ali Almiari
Project manager
Tiro Associations for Arts
+961 81870124

https://tiroarts.org/

TIf®

Association for Arts

donate so the light can return to the cinema
again.

REVIVE

COLISEE: https://www.arcsculturesolid
ali.org/revive-colisee/

Imagine a corner of Beirut where the
beating heart of art and culture can beat
again, even during the most difficult
moments.

An old cinema in the Hamra
neighborhood, which has been silent for
a while, 1s about to rise as a beacon of
creativity and inclusivity. This is our
dream: to bring Cinéma Le Colisee back
to life, transforming it into a cultural and
artistic space accessible to all, even in
times of emergency. Supporting the
activities of our partner Tiro Association
for Arts, we want to offer a safe haven
for art and culture, which becomes an
instrument of care and cohesion for the
Beirut community.

The new Lebanese National Theater,
which will replace the Cinéma Le
Colisee, will not only give voice to
emerging artists from the suburbs, but
will also offer the opportunity to
immerse themselves in a wide range of
cultural activities without economic
barriers. Our goal is to make Beirut a
meeting point for culture and art,
stimulating artistic collaborations and
creating job  opportunities  for
Lebanese youth and young women. In
a context marked by war, art becomes
a means of rebuilding the social fabric
of the city, offering a space of meeting
and expression for everyone.
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